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RESEARCH PAPER ASSIGNMENT #2 / 1302/ Spring 2019/ JTJ
I.  Choose one of the topics listed below and write a research paper in which you argue a particular point of view relating to your choice.  Will you make a claim of value, claim of fact, or claim of policy?  Check the power point.  The following options provide some presumptions of fact, some claims of value and policy.  You need not agree with anything that is stated or implied below.  Choose one topic from the options below:  

A.  Read Jonathan Mahler’s article, “The Problem With ‘Self-Investigation’ in a Post-Truth Era.” (see Bb)  In light of that article and others that you find, explain why you think American society is so divisive, oppositional, and fragmented.     

B. Senator Ted Cruz and Senator John Cornyn represent the people of Texas.  Choose one senator as a topic of your discussion and research.   Has he done an honest and effective job representing Texans and specifically, Valley residents?   Check out the voting record.  Who are his key donors?    Is he beholden or unduly controlled by “big money” and/or a particular lobbying group or special interest?  

C.  Right before he traveled to Florida to go golfing, President Trump declared a “national emergency.”   He insists that there is a crisis on the border.   Is there?  

             D.  Recently, a Brownsville ISD Superintendent was forced to step down by the  school board.    She was earning a cool $240,000 a year.   Granted, the superintendent’s job is hard work, and the Brownsville ISD is one of the largest in Texas.  But, is the salary of administrators top heavy in relation teachers’ salaries, and should teachers receive a higher salary?    

E.  The United States is home to the largest prison population in the world.  Why?  It is now customary that the federal government pay private companies to run the prison system.   Is this a good or bad idea?   


F.  Some legislators have “floated” the idea that university and community college education should be free.   They have argued that the federal government should pick up the tab for what has become a heavy burden on students.   Is this feasible?   What do you think?

II.  Plagiarism Advisal:   Class members who copy language without properly crediting that language to a specific source, or class members who purchase an essay will summarily fail the course.       (See Syllabus.)
III. Remember that baseless opinions and tirades come cheap and easy.   (Stray dogs in my often bark at shadows!!)   In this essay you must base your position on evidence and argue what you believe is a plausible position.   Include the elements of argument that you have read about in your textbook and in the handouts for this course (See chapters 14 - 4) and avoid committing a fallacy.  You will not be graded on the basis of your opinion; you will be graded on the soundness, organization, validity and persuasiveness of your argument.   
IV. The research paper must contain the following elements:

A. a clearly defined topic and thesis from one of the above options.

B.  minimum 7 pages, double-spaced, Times New Roman size 12 font in MLA format with a Works Cited page.  The Works Cited page is not counted as one of the 7-10 pages.

C.  minimum 4 (or more) sources from scholarly journals from the library databases, or websites (such as .gov .edu, .org, .net sites), or, of course, hard-copy library books.  Wikipedia is not allowed.  As always, sources must be parenthetically cited in MLA format within the text of the paper.    These sources must provide credible evidence in support of your argument.  

D.  the counterargument, and/or the reservations and qualifiers (Toulmin).

E.  ethos, pathos, and logos (logical, ethical warrants) where needed.


F.  If the Instructor provides required resources, then class members must incorporate them into the essay.  
